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please stand and join me today in paying trib-
ute to the Town of Guadalupe, Arizona, on the 
occasion of the 31st Anniversary of its Incor-
poration. 
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SUPPORT FOR JOHANNA’S LAW 

HON. KAY GRANGER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 31, 2006 

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
draw attention to a disease affecting women 
throughout the United States. According to the 
American Cancer Society, ovarian cancer ac-
counts for 3 percent of all cancers among 
women and over 22,220 new cases are ex-
pected to be diagnosed this year in the U.S. 
Unfortunately, the death rate for this disease 
has remained steady in the last 50 years. 

I am a proud cosponsor of Johanna’s Law 
which would create a national public education 
campaign to increase awareness of 
gynecologic cancers, including ovarian cancer. 
The legislation will also provide grants to local 
and national organizations to increase such 
awareness among women and health profes-
sionals. Johanna’s Law is named after Jo-
hanna Silver Gordon who died of ovarian can-
cer in 2000. 

It is essential that ovarian cancer, like all 
gynecologic cancers, be detected in the ear-
liest stages of the disease because it is more 
easily treatable at that time. Unfortunately, as 
the cancer progresses, it becomes more dif-
ficult to treat and is generally fatal in later 
stages. Johanna’s Law would help women to 
recognize their symptoms and encourage reg-
ular check-ups, thereby preventing many of 
these cancers from becoming terminal. The 
best hope of survival is early detection. 

I would like to highlight language in the 
FY2006 Labor, Health and Human Services, 
and Education Appropriations bill, which ad-
dresses key goals of Johanna’s Law. Specifi-
cally, this report language directs $100,000 for 
a national education campaign concerning 
gynecologic cancer, with an emphasis on early 
detection. The Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, CDC, and the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services’, HHS, Office of 
Women’s Health will work together to coordi-
nate these education and outreach efforts. 

As a member of the Labor-HHS Sub-
committee, I am proud of this important first 
step in helping to educate women and health 
care professionals about gynecologic cancer. I 
look forward to working with my colleagues to 
continue our public education efforts and pass 
Johanna’s Law in the 109th Congress. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF JUDGE HILDA 
R. GAGE 
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Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
recognize the extraordinary career and accom-
plishments of the Honorable Hilda R. Gage as 
she retires this year. I am honored to recog-
nize her service to Michigan and Oakland 
County as Judge of the Michigan Court of Ap-
peals and the Oakland County Circuit Court. 

Judge Gage has long been an influential 
woman in both Oakland County and Michigan. 
Elected to the Oakland County Circuit Court in 
November of 1978, she presided there for 
three terms before she was appointed to the 
Michigan Court of Appeals by Governor 
Engler. She is retiring this year after a com-
bined total of 37 years of service in Michigan 
courts. 

While presiding, Judge Gage has been hon-
ored by many associations for her exemplary 
service. She is widely regarded as a very in-
fluential woman not only in the State of Michi-
gan but nationally as well. In March 2002 she 
was recognized by Corp! Magazine as one of 
‘‘Michigan’s 95 Most Powerful Women’’ and 
has been honored by the Women’s Bar Asso-
ciation in December, 2000 for her contribu-
tions to the practice of law, improving the legal 
system, and her dedication to the community. 
Additionally, she was given the Roberts P. 
Hudson Award in October 1991, by the State 
Bar of Michigan for Outstanding Contributions 
to the Bar. This is the highest honor bestowed 
by the State Bar. 

Judge Gage is also credited with many 
‘‘firsts’’ throughout her judicial career. She was 
the first female chairperson of the National 
Conference of State Trial Judges in 1986 and 
holds the same distinction for the Michigan Ju-
dicial Tenure Commission in 1991. She also 
chaired and helped to originate the State Bar 
of Michigan Judicial Conference, holding the 
chair of that conference from its inception in 
1982 through 1984. This conference was the 
first organized body in which the circuit, pro-
bate, and district judicial associations meet on 
a regular basis. Finally, she was the first re-
cipient of the Award of Judicial Excellence, 
given by the National Conference of State 
Trial Judges and American Bar Association in 
August of 1994. 

Judge Hilda Gage has served Oakland 
County and the State of Michigan with honor 
and pride for the duration of her career and I 
am honored to thank her for her commitment 
to justice and integrity. 
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Mr. WALSH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of the Board of Cooperative Edu-
cational Services, BOCES’ 50th anniversary. 
Enacted in 1948, New York State Legislature 
and the New York State Education Depart-
ment sought a way to offer districts an even 
stronger cooperative network. In 1955, school 
board members from several eastside Monroe 
County school districts petitioned the State 
Education Department for a BOCES to serve 
their area. On January 5, 1956, Monroe 
BOCES was established. 

Boards of Cooperative Educational Serv-
ices, or BOCES, are public education collabo-
rative that function as extensions of local 
school districts. A BOCES helps school dis-
tricts provide quality programs and services 
that are more economical to offer coopera-

tively, sharing costs with other districts. The 
function of a BOCES is to provide shared 
services to the component school districts, 
providing efficiency, effectiveness and equity 
for students. 

Monroe BOCES provides support for thou-
sands of individuals, from newborns to adult 
students, to help them achieve success and 
improve the quality of their lives. BOCES co-
ordinated more than 86 programs and serv-
ices that helped students of diverse back-
grounds and abilities discover their learning 
potential in an environment that benefited all 
students. More than 5,500 students from the 
10 suburban school districts in eastern Mon-
roe County attended BOCES programs. 
BOCES also served school districts by helping 
their students meet the State learning stand-
ards in specialized areas. 

BOCES programs and services provide val-
uable hands-on learning opportunities for stu-
dents that they might not experience other-
wise, opportunities such as career and tech-
nical training, workplace preparation and in-
ternships, as well as a network of services for 
transitioning to the workforce. 

An organization such as Monroe BOCES 
will sustain itself and continue to coordinate in-
novative educational enrichment programs, 
from the arts to technology, to help students 
reach beyond classroom walls. 

It is my honor to recognize and congratulate 
Monroe County BOCES on its continued suc-
cess and 50th anniversary. 
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TRIBUTE TO JOSEPH MATTHEW 
GONDOLA 

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 31, 2006 

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
call your attention to the life and work of an 
outstanding individual whom I feel fortunate to 
call my friend, Mr. Joseph Matthew Gondola. 
He was recognized on Sunday, January 15, 
2006, on the occasion of his retirement after 
42 years of service to the United States Postal 
Service, USPS. 

Joseph Gondola is the youngest of seven 
children, having five sisters and one brother. 
Over the course of his childhood, he over-
came frequent hospitalization, where he re-
ceived treatments for medical ailments ranging 
from septic poisoning to the dreaded disease, 
polio. Through it all, Joseph persevered and 
he did not allow his health problems to pre-
vent him from accomplishing his goals. 

Joseph attended Central High School in 
Paterson, where he began his academic 
growth. This experience was translated effec-
tively to Montclair State College where he re-
ceived his bachelor of science and master of 
arts degrees, both cum laude. From that point, 
he continued his pursuit in higher learning at 
Seton Hall University. 

At age 31, Joseph was appointed Clifton 
postmaster by Representative Charles 
Joelson, NJ-8th, making him the youngest 
postmaster for that size postal district. Over 
the course of his term, he served the USPS 
as officer in charge in Jamestown, PA, and 
Newark, NJ. He has hosted and chaired many 
safety committee meetings in his Clifton office, 
and served on several review boards. He is 
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